LEGAL REQUIREMENTS 

MUNICIPAL DRINKING WATER / RESERVOIR WATER / SWIMMING POOLS / SPA BATHS

	Total bacteriological count 
	<100 000/ml 



	Total Coliform 
	<10/ml



	E.coli 
	0/ml


	Free Chlorine
	0.3 – 0.6 mg/L


A high Total count can relate to improper disinfection / treatment of raw water, or post disinfection contamination through improper handling / storage of water. In the case of recreational water high counts can also be due to human and / or environmental (e.g dust, soil) contamination.

Coliform exceedings in water  can be indicative of poor sanitation measures at the water purification works. In the case of recreational water exceeding of coliform counts can also be due to human and / or environmental contamination.

Exceedings of E.coli in water indicates a recent faecal contamination by human or animal excrement (implying a serious possibility of dangerous pathogenic organisms in the water.  

Chlorine is used in the disinfection process of water.  In the case where the chlorine level in drinking water / recreational water is below the legal requirement it is indicative of poor / inadequate disinfection of the water.  Low levels of chlorine can be due to the presence of other chemicals e.g iron or even organic matter that influence the effectiveness of disinfection.

